
Dear “Rockhound”

Thank you for your interest in mineral collecting in New Mexico. The New Mexico
Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources has put together this packet of material (we call it our
“Rockhound Guide”) that we hope will be useful to you. This information is designed to direct
people to localities where they may collect specimens and also to give them some brief
information about the area. These sites have been chosen because they may be reached by
passenger car. We hope the information included here will lead to many enjoyable hours of
collecting minerals in the “Land of Enchantment.” Enjoy your excursion, but please follow these
basic rules:

Take only what you need for your own collection, leave what you can’t use.

Keep New Mexico beautiful. If you pack it in, pack it out.

Respect the rights of landowners and lessees. Make sure you have permission to collect on
private land, including mines.

Be extremely careful around old mines, especially mine shafts.

Respect the desert climate. Carry plenty of water for yourself and your vehicle. Be aware
of flash-flooding hazards.

The New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources has a whole series of
publications to assist in the exploration for mineral resources in New Mexico. These publications
are reasonably priced at about the cost of printing.

New Mexico State Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources Bulletin 87, “Mineral and
Water Resources of New Mexico,”  describes the important mineral deposits of all types, as
presently known in the state. This should be of assistance to anyone desiring to prospect for
minerals in New Mexico.

The New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources has prepared twelve
bibliographies of New Mexico geology and technology. These publications are Bulletin 43
covering up through 1950; Bulletin 52 for 1951-1955; Bulletin 74 for 1956-60; Bulletin 90 for
1961-65;  Bulletin 99 for 1966-1970; Bulletin 106 for 1971-75; Bulletin 109 for 1976-80; Bulletin
110 for 1981-83; Bulletin 120 for 1984; Bulletin 123 for 1985; Bulletin 130 for 1986; and
Bulletin 151 for 1987.
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In addition to the general coverage in the above mentioned bulletins there are also
publications dealing more completely with more specific locations. These can be of great
assistance to the prospector. Upon request a complete list of publications is available from the
publications office. They also have the geologic and topographic map coverage that is available
for the state.

We would also like to recommend the following books:

A comprehensive catalog of mineral occurrences in New Mexico is Minerals of New
Mexico, by Stuart Northop, 3rd edition, revised by Florence A. LaBruzza, University of New
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM 87131.

For those of you who would like a general book on minerals for the layman we
recommend: Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals, by Fredrick Pough, published by Houghton
Mifflin Company, Boston. This is available at most bookstores in hardbound and paperback.
Also, Rocks and Minerals by Charles Sorrell, published by Western Publishing Co., New York.

Another excellent field guide with many high-quality color photos is the Audubon Society
Field Guide to North American Rocks and Minerals, published by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., New
York. This book is available in most bookstores in softbound form.

Gems, Minerals, Crystals and Ores, by Richard M. Pearl, published by Western
Publishers, New York, is an informative general book with good photography.

For the more advanced, serious collector Dana’s Manual of Mineralogy, by C.S. Hurlburt
and C. Klein, published by John Wiley and Sons, New York, could be of interest.

Handbook  for Prospectors, by Richard M. Pearl, published by McGraw-Hill, New York,
is a good starting point for new mineral collectors.

For those interested in fossils, the following may be of interest:

Fossils for Amateurs, by R.P. MacFall and Jay Wollin, published by Van Nostrand and
Reinhold, New York. Paperback.

Invertebrate Fossils, by Raymond C. Moore, Cecil C. Lalicker, and Alfred G. Fischer,
published by McGraw-Hill, New York. This is a good introductory for college text with many
line drawings that will help amateurs identify their finds.

Life of the Past, by N. Gary Lane, published by Merrill Publishing Co., Columbus, Ohio.

Evolution of the Vertebrates: A History of the Backboned Animals Through Time, by
Edwin H. Colbert, published by John Wiley and Sons, New York. Although collecting
vertebrates on state and federal land requires special permits, this book will interest the fossil
collector curious about early mammals, fish, amphibians, and reptiles (including the dinosaurs).



A general book on fossils for the layman is The Fossil Book, by Fenton and Fenton,
published by Doubleday, New York.

There are a number of mineral and fossil displays throughout the state. The largest are the
New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources Mineral Museum – now in a new
location on the campus of New Mexico Tech in Socorro, the Geology Department displays in
Northrop Hall at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, and the New Mexico Museum of
Natural History’s and Science’s selected displays in Albuquerque.

There is no single, simple procedure for gaining access to localities on all classes of land
in New Mexico. Federally owned lands (BLM, National Forest) are open to collecting in most
cases, except in national parks and monuments. Land administration and mineral ownership maps
are available from the Bureau of Land Management, PO Box 1449, Santa Fe, NM 87501. Entry to
state lands requires a lease agreement. Information regarding state lands is available from the
State Lands Office, PO Box 1148, Santa Fe, NM 87501. Permission of the landowner is required
on private lands (including mine properties and Indian land). Arrangements for entry must be
obtained for the collector from the property owner. Collecting from underground mine workings
is EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS and definitely not recommended. But the mine dumps usually
contain a good representation of the available minerals and are the principal sources of specimens
for the collector. Rock Hound State Park, a few miles southeast of Deming, has been specifically
set aside for the use of rock and mineral collectors.

We’ve also included a list of New Mexico rock and mineral societies/clubs and a list of
some of the many mineral and rock dealers in the state. The mineral/rock dealers carry local
mineral specimens, and may have additional information on collecting area. Check the phone
directory of the towns you visit for other dealers who may not be included in this list. If you have
specific questions on mines and minerals of New Mexico, you may wish to contact:

Virgil Lueth, Mineralogist
New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources
New Mexico Tech
801 Leroy Place
Socorro,  NM  87801-4796

We hope you enjoy the beautiful scenery, fresh air, and charm of New Mexico. And, we
wish you good luck in your collecting. If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to
contact us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Peter A. Scholle
Director/State Geologist
NM Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources



A List of New Mexico Rock & Mineral Societies/Clubs
Prepared by: Virgil W. Lueth, Mineralogist/Economic Geologist (6/02)

Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club
PO box 13718
Albuquerque, NM 87192
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 4th Monday of ea. Month

NM Museum of Natural History

Carlsbad Roadrunners Gem & Mineral Club
PO box 1023
Carlsbad, NM 88220
Meet: 7:00 p.m., 1st Monday of ea. Month
            Senior Center 1112, No. Mesa St.

Deming Gem & Mineral Society
PO Box 1459
Deming, NM 88031
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 4th Thurs of ea. Month
            109 E. Pine St., - Morgan Hall

Lea Lap Rock & Mineral Club
PO Box 1065
Hobbs, NM 88241
Meet: 7:30 p.m. 4th Thurs of ea. Month
            Pioneer State Trust, 202 N. Turner

Lordsburg Gem & Mineral Society
PO Box 521
Lordsburg, NM 88045
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 3rd Tues. of ea. Month
            Armory on 2nd St.

Rio Rancho Rockhounds
309 San Juan de Rio
Rio Rancho, NM 87124
Meet: 7:00 p.m., 1st Tues. of ea. Month
            Meadowlark Senior Center
            4330 Meadowlark Lane

Grant County Rolling Stones
PO Box 1555
Silver City, NM 88062
Meet: 7:00 p.m., 2nd Thurs. of ea. Month
            University Lapidary Lab, WNMU

The New Mexico Faceters Guide
6800 Luella Anne NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 2nd Thurs. of ea. Month
            NM Museum of Natural History

Clovis Gem & Mineral Society
PO Box 1815
Clovis, NM 88102
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 3rd Monday of ea. Month
           Various Locations

San Juan County Gem & Mineral Society
PO Box 1482
Farmington, NM 87401
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 4th Friday of ea. Month
            Room 189, Breland Hall, NMSU

Gemcrafters & Explorers Club
PO Box 4284, University Station
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Meet: 7:30 p.m. 3rd Friday of ea. Month
            Room 189, Breland Hall, NMSU

Los Alamos Geological Society
PO Box 762
Los Alamos, NM 87544
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 3rd Tues. of ea. Month
            Fuller Lodge, Rm. 115

Chaparral Rockhounds
PO Box 815
Roswell, NM 88202
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 3rd Thurs. of ea. Month
            Rec Center, 807 Missouri

Sierra Rock Club
206 Fur St.
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Meet: 7:30 p.m., 1st Mon. of ea. Month
            DAV Chapter # 11 Hall
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