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190 DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITS 

of quartz. Concentrations have been encountered near the west 
end of the dike and in two prominent hulges 350 and 450 feet 
from its west end. None appears to be sufficiently rich to support 
mining operations. 

CAPITAN DEPOSIT 

The Capitan mine ( 45, Plate 1) is at the east edge of the 
NE¼ SE¼ sec. 13, T.26N., R.8E. The workings are about 400 
feet east-southeast of the main Blanca workings and are in the 
same large pegmatite dike. They lie immediately south of an 
automobile trail that extends northwest from a point near the 
end of the Cribbenville road. The deposit was first mined in the 
seventeenth century, when sheet mica was obtained from shafts 
and an open cut. More extensive operations yielded stove mica 
during the period 1870 to 1900, after which emphasis was shifted 
to the production of scrap. The Hoyt Mineral Company of Las 
Tablas shipped about 250 tons of scrap to Richmond, Virginia, 
for wet grinding in 1928 and 1929, but no production data are 
available for other periods of operation. More than 1,500 tons 
of scrap and 1,200 pounds of sheet and punch mica are said to 
have been taken from the main workings during the past century, 
but the deposit has lain nearly idle for at least ten years. 

The Main open cut, which lies on the north or hanging-wall 
side of the dike, is 50 feet long, 5 to 20 feet wide, and 5 to 30 feet 
deep. Near its west end it connects with a narrower, deeper cut 
to the south. Both openings furnish access to a partially caved 
westward-sloping room that is 20 to 40 feet wide, 8 to 25 feet 
high, and at least 50 feet long. From this room large quantities 
of scrap mica were taken during the most recent operations. 
About 30 feet southwest of the Main cut is the South cut, a large 
oval opening 25 feet in maximum depth, and to the east are sev
eral small pits. West and west-northwest of the Main cut are 
five shallow cuts 40 feet or less in maximum dimension. Inclines 
that slope west-northwest from three of these openings are caved 
and flooded, but do not appear to have been extensive. 

In the vicinity of the workings the pegmatite dike is 40 to 70 
feet thick and very irregular in detail (Plate 18). It is marked 
by at least three prominent bulges, one of which has been mined 
in the Main cut and appended stope. To the east the dike fingers 
out into three quartz-rich projections. All these irregularities, 
as well as the dike itself, appear to plunge 35°-50° west to 
west-northwest, and are in general accord with the pitch of the 
linear structures in the micaceous quartzite country rock. A 
fault, which is exposed along the west side of the South cut, 
trends north-northeast and dips very steeply east-southeast. It 
offsets the pegmatite dike horizontally about 45 feet (Plate 18). 
Both pegmatite and country rock have been shattered near the 
fault and have been converted to a grayish brown gouge along the 
fault plane. 
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