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Forward 

Since the Forum on the Geology of Industrial Minerals was founded in 1965, it 

has met on an annual basis in 31 U.S. states and Canadian provinces. In 1995, the 

Forum has accepted bids to hold meetings in three additional states and one 

province (1996—Wyoming, 1997-Québec, 1998—Oklahoma, and 1999—Utah). 

Several other organizations have expressed interest in holding Forums, but they 

have yet to be accepted by the Business Meeting—the Forum's ultimate authority. 

A Steering Committee, composed of the current meeting chairperson and three 

elected individuals representing three divisions of the profession (government, 

academia, and industry), serves as the function authority between Forums. The 

elected members of the Steering Committee serve staggered three-year terms. The 

immediately preceding and succeeding local chairs commonly attend a breakfast 

meeting of the Steering Committee during the Forum week, but have no official 

vote. In fact, the Steering Committee has no power to accept or reject bids, but 

only to recommend actions to the Business Meeting. That meeting is scheduled for 

the last time slot on the technical program during Forum week and before the 

annual banquet. The Business meeting is chaired by the local chairperson who also 

serves as the chairperson of the Steering Committee during the preceding year. 

Commonly the only business is to act on bids for forums and to elect a member of 

the Steering Committee, however a student scholarship was established by the 

1995 Business Meeting. 

The Index to the Proceedings of the first 25 forums, authored by Robert L. 

Bates, was published in 1990 by the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral 

Industries. The present Index to the 26th through the 31st Forums, published by 

the New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources, is meant to update the 

reader on Forum literature for the last six years and is the organized the same as 

the first index. To obtain copies of any proceedings, the reader is encouraged to 

use the last section in each index to contact the sponsoring agency or the 

author(s) of an article. 

The passing of Robert L. Bates in 1994 and Marion Bates in 1995 left a void in 

the Forum on the Geology of Industrial Minerals. It was Bob, with Marion's 

encouragement, who started the Forum in 1965. He oversaw its development 

from the beginning on a snowy morning in Columbus, Ohio, through the 30th 

Forum in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and attended every one. Bob was not present at 

the 31st Forum in El Paso, but Marion remained interested after his passing and 

sent financial support for the establishment of a scholarship to bring students to 

the Forum. In honor of Bob, the 1995 Business Meeting named it the "Robert L. 

Bates Student Scholarship." 

Bob was proud of saying that the Forum was not an organization but an "event." 

With his help, the Forum has matured into the premier annual industrial mineral 

"event" in North America. 

George S. Austin and 

Gretchen K. Hoffman 

January 1996 
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