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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

1

Welcome to Socorro County! This year we are
trying out a new recipe for the field conference.
Those of us who agree with Professor H. H. Read
that "The best geologist is he who has seen the most
rocks" have long wondered whether past field con-
ferences were in fact showing us the rocks we came
to see. Was too much time being spent in a speeding
car? Were the logistics of maintaining more than
zoo people hundreds of miles from home becoming
too complicated?

This year the emphasis is on small groups, short
drives, and long stops at critical exposures. The trip
leaders carry extra burdens, but catered lunches, flag-
men, and police escorts have been eliminated. Time
formerly lost while cars jockeyed in and out of park-
ing spots and their occupants ambled to and from
assembly points will be put to better use. In keeping
with the times, we will hike—not for 5o miles, per-
haps, but with "vigah" nonetheless.

Plans for this field conference evolved over several
years of discussion by the Executive Committee and
individual members of the Society. It was foreshad-
owed by Ed Beaumont's presidential message in
1959 and discussed at length by Elmer Baltz last
year. Since then, Fred Kuellmer and Sam Thompson
each submitted detailed plans in writing to the Exec-
utive Committee.

Will the Society ever return to the old-style field
conference with its long drives and arm-waving
discussions? Undoubtedly, yes! Sooner or later the
pendulum will swing the other way. We need the
Big Picture as much as the local detail, the broad
brush as well as the fine-toothed comb.

Last year Elmer Baltz pointed to our shaky finan-
ces as a reason for reconsidering the program of our
society. Solvency has now returned, but economy is
still the watchword. The format of our guidebook
has been changed to cut costs while maintaining
quality. Fewer copies are being printed, but the line
has been held on cost per book. With luck, we
should be able to add to our surplus this year. We
would then be able to consider worthy new projects
without the nagging question of "where's the money
coming from?". For instance, does anyone agree
that we need a "digest" type of publication listing

progress in all current public geologic research in
New Mexico?

Several problems remain unsolved. Although ad-
vance preparations for the conference have been
simplified, the burden on the general chairman and
his coworkers remains formidable .The editor's job
is as heavy as ever. Again and again the same trusty
workhorses have volunteered their services to the
Society. New blood is needed if the work is to con-
tinue. Every editor asks himself whether our guide-
books are really worth the effort put into them. I
think they are. Last year we printed i 000 guidebooks
and sold 1100. Obviously, someone wants our pro-
duct!

Our profession is only just emerging from a slump
that led to long-overdue soul-searching. Our Society
has emerged unscathed. Ironically, while industrial
geologists worried about unemployment and aca-
demic geologists about enrollment, the science
advanced at the fastest pace in its history. The
geologist changed from a landlubber to an amphib-
ian; tomorrow he may be soaring into space or
worming his way into the interior of our planet.
Why shouldn't the present be the Heroic Age of
geology? So much progress has been made in the lab-
oratory that some people have questioned the value
of field work and, by implication, field trips like
those run by our Society. I believe that only meticu-
lous field observations can supply the laboratory
worker with the information he needs to ask intelli-
gent questions of his computers and recorders. Con-
versely, laboratory findings should arm the field
geologist with new insights as he struggles to inter-
pret his outcrops. No field area can ever be worked
out. The progress of our science demands that we
subject our field observations to continual and criti-
cal re-evaluation. No matter how many field trips
our Society takes, there will always be virgin ground
ahead.

Many thanks to general chairman Roy Foster, to
editor Fred Kuellmer, and to all committee workers
and trip leaders for making this trip a success. Enjoy
yourself and let the rocks speak for themselves!

Wolfgang E. Elston
President
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR
Even a casual reader will observe that there are

numerous changes in the appearance of this guide-
book compared to previous guidebooks. Any im-
provements are a result of the excellence of my col-
leagues' assistance, especially Miss Teri Ray. Any
errors, mistakes, or changes which you do not
consider improvements arc my responsibility. An
additional change, which would also be an
improvement, would be to arrange the road logs in
two columns on a page. The human eye, according to
specialists, is more capable of rapid reading with
comprehension when the lines are considerably
shorter than the page width of our guidebooks. Why
not try this next year? I feel we have maintained or
improved our quality

this year, while reducing costs ( without having seen
a final invoice or guidebook copy, at this time) .

The contributors were most cooperative. Almost
all copy was submitted promptly and in excellent
condition. Without this assistance, the guidebook
would not have seen the light of day so soon.

My editing may be fraught with inconsistencies.
To those of you concerned with this, my apologies.
My editorial philosophy is to let form and style be as
flexible as possible and seek instead clarity. I
subscribe to N. L. Bowen's thought that our
endeavors should not be concerned with a question of
sight but of insight.
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