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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Welcome to the New Mexico Geological Society's twenty-seventh consecutive annual fall
field conference. This year we have the unique good fortune of participating in the first
geologic field trip to penetrate the mysterious hidden recesses of Vermejo Park. This area,
starting out as part of a Spanish Land Grant, has been continuously in private ownership and, as
such, has never before been open to the general public. Through the good offices of Chuck
Pillmore, Road Log Chairman, and the kind indulgence of Pennzoil Corporation, current owner
of the property, and Kaiser Steel Corporation, this trip was made possible. As with any field
conference, a large number of unselfish workers put in many many hours of their own time to
make this trip a success; chief among these were Harold James, General Chairman, and Barry
Kues and Rod Ewing, Guidebook Editors, and Helen Hodgson of the U.S. Geological Survey,
editorial assistant. Members of all of the other committees that contributed to the smooth
operation of this conference are listed in this Guidebook, and I would urge each of you to let
each of them know that their work is appreciated. Thanks are also due to Welex and Schlum-
berger Well Services for their cooperation and assistance, as well as to all of those corporate and
private contributors and advertisers who helped to support this venture.

It may surprise many of you to learn that the area of our field conference, the Raton
Basin, represents one of the world's richer mineral provinces. A conservative estimate of the
amount of coal in place in the basin is on the order of five billion tons. With coking coal selling
at from 30 to 40 dollars per ton today, the value of this deposit is between 150 and 200 billion
dollars. Even if only one-fourth of this coal is recoverable, the coking coal of the Raton Basin
easily represents a 50 billion dollar resource. To place this number in perspective, consider the
East Texas oil field, the largest field in the United States (excluding Alaska), with original
reserves of around six billion barrels of oil; even at today's high oil prices, it represents a
province of less total value than the Raton Basin coal province. Not only that, the Raton Basin
also offers snow-capped peaks, elk and deer, teeming trout streams and lakes, and spectacular
natural scenery—sorry, East Texas, you lose there, too.

So enjoy this conference, talk to and question the field trip leaders and the Guidebook
authors, and help make this field conference what every successful conference ought to be:
another round of dialogue at the cutting edge of our fascinating science of geology.

James E. Fassett
President
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1976 FIELD CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
REGISTRATION DAY: LAS VEGAS
L o b b y : C a s t a n e d a H o t e l
L o u n g e : " H a p p y H o u r "
Dining Room: Banquet Dinner

FIRST DAY: LAS VEGAS-RATON
Castaneda Dining Room: Breakfast
Highlands Univ. Golf Course: Auto-caravan assembly for trip to Raton
via Gallinas Canyon, Mora, La Cueva, Ocate , W agon Mound and
Springer.
Stops: 6
Lunch: Picnic enroute—"on you"

Holiday Inn (Raton): Attitude Adjustment Hour (cocktails).

xi

WEDNESDAY, September 29
1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, September 30
6:30 a.m.-8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m.

SA
Palace Hotel: Joint N.M.G.S. Executive-Field Conference Committee
dinner and meeting.

SECOND DAY: RATON
La Mesa Race Track frontage road: Auto-caravan assembly for trip to
Vermejo Park (east entrance) via Canadian River Canyon and York
Canyon mine.

Stops: 5
Lunch: Provided enroute

Merrick Lake: Outdoor barbecue-supper.

THIRD DAY: RATON
Holiday Inn: Auto-caravan assembly for trip to Vermejo Park (north
entrance) via Raton Pass, Trinidad and Purgatoire River.
Stops: 5
Lunch: Provided enroute

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, October 1
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m.

Sundown

TURDAY, October 2
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m.
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