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DEDICATION
Lee A. Woodward

Lee A. Woodward has spent much of his professional career,
since arriving at the University of New Mexico in the Fall, 1965,
studying the pre-Quaternary geology of New Mexico, with
emphasis on its structural history.

Born in Omaha, Nebraska, Lee spent some time as a young
child in Panama, prior to moving to Mon.tana where he spent his
formative years in hardscrabble mining towns. Anyone who
knows Lee might also surmise that the language heard around
war-era mining camps left a rather indelible impression. But his
exposure to mining also impassioned Lee to study geology in
college and he received his BS and MS degrees, in 1958 and
1959, respectively, from the University of Montana in Missoula.
Notably, in 1998, Lee received the University of Montana's
Distinguished Alumnus Award. He received his PhD from the
University of Washington in 1962, where he was supervised by
Peter Misch and studied the structure and stratigraphy of the
northern Egan Range, in east-central Nevada. After employment
stints with Pan American Petroleum and Olympic College, Lee
was hired by Vin Kelley to join the UNM faculty in Fall, 1965,
where he remained until his retirement at the end of 1997.

Lee will be remembered for his remarkable success mentor-
ing a diversity of graduate students (a total of 41) and the proj-
ects they undertook. His commitment to mentoring students and
dedicated search for basic facts as revealed through careful field
geology is eloquently summarized by Wolf Elston, in his 1
February 1998 letter to the University of Montana supporting
Lee's nomination for the Distinguished Alumni Award,
"Although it is not listed in his resume, anyone who knows Lee
is aware of his military service as a paratroop officer. It is
reflected in his speech and manners and also in his attitude
toward research. His place is with men at the front, not among
the shakers and movers in a cushy chateau behind the lines.
Dozens of maps and reports, co-authored with graduate students,
constitute an invaluable depository of the basic facts of New
Mexico geology. Lee led his student from the front, examining
the outcrops and footslogging the contacts, mile after mile. The
big thinkers in the chateau got the headlines, but their grand con-
ceptual models were based on facts provided by Lee and his stu

dents." Lee authored or co-authored over 100 papers in refereed
literature and produced over 20 geologic maps, many of which
were on New Mexico geology. His seminal contributions to the
geology of the Sierra Nacimiento reflect the high quality and
thoroughness of his investigations.

Until the very end of his academic career, when he ceased to
roll his own chair down the first floor hallway of Northrop Hall
to room 146 for faculty meetings, Lee was exceedingly active in
the Department. From 1970 to 1976, he was Acting Chair and
then Chair of the Department. This time period was one of
immense change in the tenor and act iv i ty leve l of the
Department. He had the great fortune of hiring nine new faculty
in the Department, resulting in many new directions in educa-
tion and research, and all of the complexities attending such
changes. In total, he taught a total of 12 different courses, from
Physical Geology, to a recently organized and very popular New
Mexico Field Geology course, to graduate courses in Tectonics.

Since retirement, the Big Sky of his beloved Montana has not
pulled him completely away from continued geoscience activi-
ty. The past few years have seen Lee as active as ever in the on-
going discussion over the magnitude and history of Colorado
Plateau translation. His contributions to this debate have focused
on basic surface and subsurface field relations (what else?) and
have fostered continued spirited argument in the literature (and
most predictably at the 1999 Fall Field Conference!).

From a personal perspective, the authors of this dedication
wish to recognize his genuine sense of compassion and under-
standing (despite that fact that he may have referred to us as
"God-damned congenital idiots" on an occasion or two). Lee
displayed a great ability to recognize when and how life may
have been less simple and joyous for his colleagues, and was
willing to offer a very open ear, along with needed advice and
encouragement. His absence from the Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences is sorely missed. As a point of information,
Lee's position has not been replaced.

John Geissman and Frank Pazzaglia
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