
Groundwater Monitoring in New Mexico
The Case for a Statewide Monitoring Network





• Understand aquifer response to production and recharge

• Detect trends (time series)

• Build groundwater models 

• Groundwater quality

• Track water-levels targets for aquifer management

• Determine flow direction

• Monitor groundwater – surface water interaction

• Determine aquifer properties



• Monitor wells come and go
➢ Access issues
➢ Lack of funding

• Majority of active wells only monitored annually

• Many areas have little or no regular monitoring

• e.g., Taos area, Animas Basin, Nutt-Hocket Basin, 
Southern Lea County

• 25% of USGS annual wells are “depth unknown”

• Data may be hard to get or in problematic format
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Statewide Groundwater Monitoring Network

• Wells owned and managed by the state

• Located on public land for long-term access

• Continuous monitoring

• Location and design satisfy specific monitoring goals

• Wells professionally logged and aquifer tested

• Data readily and rapidly available online

• Does not replace current monitoring
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