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Albuquerque Basin-studies in hydrogeology
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Introduction

This topical issue of Nciu Mexico Gr:o/o,gLy
contains four papcrs describing hydrogeo-
logic studics of the Albuquerque Basin
undertaken bv Ne',,r ,  Mcxico Bureau of
Mines  and Minc . ra l  Resources  (NMB-
MMR) scientists ant ' l  trssociates Most of
the r,r'ork r,r,as funclecl through cooperartir.e
agreements r,r ' i th thc Citv of Albucluerque
ar-rc1 thc U S Burcar-r of Recl.rrr.rtion, lvith
s ign i f i can t  cos t -shar ing  by  NMBMMR
The sulr jects of thesc ptrpers include (1) the
pott-.nt ial for land subsrdence as a conse-
quence of fal l ing ground-r,vater lerrels in
the Albucluelque areit ,  (2) computer sirnu-
lat ions of chemical reactions that mt'ry
arise i f  trcatecl eff luent is irr jected into the
aquifer svstem as a means of art i f ic ial
recharrge, (3) thc abi l i tv of dif ferent aquifer
zones to transmit grounci r,r'ater, and (4)

patterns of natural lv occurring mineral-
ization that can clog otherwise productive
aquller unlts

NMBMMIT published its first ground-
r,r'ater report in 1948 Today, NMBMMR
scientists work on ground-water problems
of practical significance throughout the
state The results of NMBMMR ground-
rvater in.cstigabions are arrailable as Cround-
rnrater Repc'rrts, Hvdrologic Reports, Hydro-
gcologic Sheets, alrd Open-file Rcports as
rt 'el l  as papers in r.arious peer-reviewed
scientj f ic journals Mr-rch of this work has
irr"'olved collaborative efforts with ktcal,
state, and fcderal agencies. Major projects
have been undertaken in the Albuquer-
que, Estancia, La Jcncia, Mesi l1a, Mimbres,
Rosn'el l ,  arrd San Juan Basins

-William C. Haneberg


