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Metering Timeline & Pertinent History
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2004 New Mexico State Engineer Order No. 169, Creation of the Water Master District

2004 New Mexico State Engineer Order No. 168, Metering Order

2005 New Mexico State Engineer Order No. 172, First Amended Metering Order 

2007 New Mexico State Engineer Order No. 180, Supplemental Metering Order

2009 LRG Metering Order Fully Implemented

2009 First full year of LRG meter data

2011 LRG Adjudication - SSI 101 Settlement/Final Judgment quantifies irrigation pumping limits

2012 Water Master starts to enforce irrigation pumping limits



LRG Water Master District- Geographic Boundary
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State Engineer 
Orders-
Metering 
Orders:

▪ All Wells Required to be 
Metered. In accordance with 
designated standards.

▪ Exception for wells that serve 
single household domestic or 
livestock purposes.

▪ Quarterly meter reporting 
required.
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2007 Metering Order-Enforcement Steps
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W.A.T.E.R.S. 
Database

Tracking Water Rights 
and Groundwater 

Diversions
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Metering 
Program 
Success
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• Water Master currently administering ~3,000 actively metered 
wells.
• Any un-metered wells are the subject of active enforcement 

actions.

• Reporting of Meter data to Water Masters
• Annual reporting:  Good (>90%)
• Water Master follow-up procedures ensures full data set

• Water Master inspects and tests meters on a regular basis
• Up to 10% or 300 wells tested annually to ensure proper 

meter function and accuracy

• Ability to enforce court ordered diversion limits.

• Annual Reporting
• Since 2009 the Water Master has published annual reports 

detailing water master activities and metered groundwater 
use within the Water Master District.
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Questions….

11/30/2023 11


