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The annual New Mexico Mineral Symposium provides a forum for both
professionals and amateurs interested in mineralogy. The meeting allows all
to share their cumulative knowledge of mineral occurrences and provides
stimulus for mineralogical studies and new mineral discoveries. In addition,
the informal atmosphere encourages intimate discussions among all
interested in mineralogy and associated fields.

The symposium is organized each year by the Mineral Museum 
at the New Mexico Bureau of Geology & Mineral Resources.

Abstracts from all prior symposiums are also available: https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/nmms/abstracts
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What’s new in minerals and personal photo favorites 

JEFFREY A. SCOVIL 
PO Box 7773, Phoenix, Arizona 85011, jeffscovil@earthlink.net 

The Rochester Mineralogical 

Symposium (RMS) celebrated its 50th and last 

year in 2023. A regular and very popular part of 

the symposium was “What’s New in Minerals”. 

In the early years this was done as a panel 

discussion (Chamberlain and Dossert 1979). As 

with many things, this evolved over time and in 

1994 I was asked to present a talk for “What’s 

New in Minerals” based on specimens that I 

professionally photographed during that year.   

2023 was my 29th “What’s New in Minerals” 

presentation at the RMS. Later on, additional 

attendees such as John Betts, Ray McDougall 

and Mark Jacobson became regular presenters of 

regional What’s New in Minerals (McDougall 

2020). 

In 2023 I will be moving my “What 

New in Minerals” presentations to the New 

Mexico Mineral Symposium with the addition of 

personal photo favorites of specimens that may 

not be new to the collecting scene. 

References 

Chamberlain, S.C. and Dossert, W. (1979) 

Rochester Mineralogical Symposium. Rocks & 

Minerals, 54:1, 26-30, DOI: 

10.1080/00357529.1979.11764686  

McDougall, R. (2020) Rochester: The eRMS 

2020!, Rocks & Minerals, 95:5, 450-455, DOI: 

10.1080/00357529.2020.1771154  

Figure 1. Calcite, cobaltoan. Mashamba West 

mine, Kolwezi, Katanga, DR Congo. 6cm high. 

Christophe Gobin specimen. Jeff Scovil photo. 

Figure 2 Cuprite.5.3cm high. Christophe Gobin 

specimen. Jeff Scovil photo. 
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Figure 3. Actinolite. Konwa Dist., Dodoma Reg., 

Tanzania. 6.3cm high. CorradoVietti specimen. 

Jeff Scovil photo. 
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