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The annual New Mexico Mineral Symposium provides a forum for both
professionals and amateurs interested in mineralogy. The meeting allows all
to share their cumulative knowledge of mineral occurrences and provides
stimulus for mineralogical studies and new mineral discoveries. In addition,
the informal atmosphere encourages intimate discussions among all
interested in mineralogy and associated fields.

The symposium is organized each year by the Mineral Museum 
at the New Mexico Bureau of Geology & Mineral Resources.

Abstracts from all prior symposiums are also available: https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/nmms/abstracts
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Michigan’s Keweenaw Peninsula is well 

known to mineral collectors for producing the 

world’s finest specimens of native copper, along 

with world-class specimens of native silver, 

calcite, analcime, and many other species. The 

district has a rich history dating back to 

prehistoric times, and its development has 

contributed significantly to the course of US and 

therefore world history. Despite this, specimen 

mineralogical literature on the region has been 

largely confined to discussions of recent 

discoveries in a series of articles in Rocks & 

Minerals by Tom Rosemeyer. The only really in-

depth historical dive was done by Marc Wilson 

and Stan Dyl in their 1992 Mineralogical 

Record special issue (Wilson and Dyl 1992). 

While outstanding as far as it goes, this coverage 

only scratches the surface of the deep and rich 

history and mineralogy of the region.  

The present authors have begun the 

process of digging deeper with the recently 

released Michigan Copper Country II issue of 

the Mineralogical Record, which covers the so-

called fissure mines of Keweenaw County, 

Michigan (Vol.54, No.1, 2023). Additional 

special issues are planned to cover the rest of the 

district with the same level of detail. We chose 

to start with the fissure veins because these were 

among the very first mines opened in the district. 

Conveniently, those early mines were among the 

most prolific producers of fine specimens for the 

collector, and most are familiar with the likes of 

the Phoenix, Central, Copper Falls, and Cliff 

mines. This talk will briefly summarize the 

history and mineralogy of these mines as laid 

out in our recent Mineralogical Record special 

issue. 
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Figure 1. Copper, adularia, epidote, 6.8 cm. 

Dana Mine, Central, Keweenaw Co., MI. Scott 

Rudolf specimen. Jeff Scovil photo 
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