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Overview of Water Rights Settlements with Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations 

2

24 Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations Within New Mexico

19 Pueblos: 5 Tribes/Nations: 
 Acoma  Fort Sill Apache
 Cochiti  Jicarilla Apache
 Isleta  Mescalero Apache
 Jemez  Navajo Nation
 Laguna  Ute Mountain Ute
 Nambé
 Ohkay Owingeh
 Picuris
 Pojoaque
 San Felipe
 San Ildefonso
 Sandia
 Santa Ana
 Santa Clara
 Santo Domingo (Kewa)
 Taos
 Tesuque
 Zia
 Zuni



Overview of Water Rights Settlements with Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations
 11 active adjudications in Federal or State Court –> 9 involve claims/settlements with 

Pueblos/Tribes/Nations (“PTN”):
1.  Animas River Stream System
2.  Chama River Stream System (Aragon)
3.  Jemez River Stream System (Abousleman)
4.  Lower Rio Grande Stream System
5.  Pecos River Stream System (Lewis)
6.  Rio Pueblo de Taos/Rio Hondo Stream System (Abeyta)
7.  Rio San Jose Stream System (Kerr-McGee)
8.  San Juan River Stream System 
9.  Santa Cruz/Truchas Rivers Stream System (Abbott)
10. Santa Fe River Stream System (Anaya)
11. Zuni River Stream System (A&R)

 1 recently completed adjudication involved 4 Pueblos:
 Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque Stream System/Basin (Aamodt)

 Some PTN have potential claims in stream systems that do not 
have an adjudication filed

 Some PTN have claims in more than one adjudication or stream system
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Overview of Water Rights Settlements with Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations
 7 PTN have reached final settlement agreements, Congressional Act passed, funding approved by 

Congress and State Legislature:
 Jicarilla Apache Tribe (San Juan River Stream System/Basin)
 Jicarilla Apache Tribe (Chama River Stream System/Basin)
 Taos Pueblo (Rio Pueblo de Taos/Rio Hondo Stream System) (seeking additional funding)
Navajo Nation (San Juan Stream System) (seeking additional funding for Navajo-Gallup Water 

Supply Project)
Nambé Pueblo (Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque Stream System/Basin)
 Pojoaque Pueblo (Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque Stream System/Basin)
 Tesuque Pueblo (Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque Stream 

System/Basin)
 San Ildefonso Pueblo (Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque 

Stream System/Basin)

 1 PTN litigated its water rights 
Mescalero Apache (Rio Hondo –

Pecos River Stream System/Basin)

4



Overview of Water Rights Settlements with Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations
 9* PTN are in active negotiations with a federal negotiation team:

 4 PTN have signed local settlement agreements and have federal legislation introduced in 
Congress  (S.595, H.R. 1304 introduced 3/1/2023)
 Acoma Pueblo (Rio San José Stream System)
 Laguna Pueblo (Rio San José Stream System)
 Jemez Pueblo (Jemez River Stream System)
 Zia Pueblo (Jemez River Stream System)

 2 PTN have signed local settlement agreements and are working 
on federal legislation for introduction in Congress
Ohkay Owingeh* (Chama River Stream System)
 Zuni Pueblo (Zuni River Stream System)

 4 PTN are in negotiation phase
Navajo Nation (Zuni Stream System, San Jose Stream System)
 Santa Clara Pueblo (Santa Cruz/Truchas Stream System)
Ohkay Owingeh* (Santa Cruz/Truchas Stream System)
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe (San Juan River)
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Overview of Water Rights Settlements with Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations

 6 PTN have federal assessment teams appointed:
 Cochiti Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System)
 Isleta Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System)
 San Felipe Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System)
 Sandia Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System)
 Santa Ana Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System)
 Santo Domingo/Kewa Pueblo (Middle Rio Grande Stream System) 

 1 PTN is in litigation:
 Santa Ana Pueblo (Jemez River Stream System)
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A. Federal Assessment Team 
B. Federal Negotiation Team
C. Negotiations with Pueblo/Tribe/Nation, United States and State
D. Negotiations expanded to include local entities, acequias, irrigation 

districts, municipalities, cities, etc.
E. Local Settlement Agreement signed by all Parties but for United 

States
F. Parties draft Federal Legislation
G. Review by Working Group and SIWRO
H. Federal Legislation - introduced in House and Senate;    

Congressional Hearings
I. Once passed by Congress – parties conform the Settlement 

Agreement
J. Approval and signing of conformed Settlement Agreement by 

Department of the Interior
K. Regular court adjudication process for entry of a Partial Final 

Judgment and Decree adjudicating the water rights within a stream 
system/basin and accepting the Settlement Agreement (includes 
inter se)

L. State funding process – Indian Water Rights Settlement Fund 9



Each Settlement Agreement is unique, BUT there are some common components for a thorough settlement 
and adjudication of water rights, such as:

1. Parties to the Settlement Agreement
2. Definitions
3. Water Rights of Pueblo/Tribe/Nation
4. Traditional Uses/Cultural Protection
5. Projects or Special Uses
6. Basin Management for all Users in the Stream System/Basin
7. Administration within Pueblo/Tribe/Nation
8. Leasing of Water Rights
9. Federal Settlement Funding
10. State Funding
11. General Provisions
12. Waivers/Releases of Claims
13. Conditions Precedent
14. Exhibits/Appendix/Hydrographic Survey
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State Future Funding Commitments
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$3,051,000,000



State’s Funded/ Appropriated Settlement Agreements 
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New Mexico’s Goals in Water Rights Settlements 

1. Defining the elements of water rights of the Pueblo, Tribe, or Nation

2. Reducing or eliminating uncertainty regarding the administration of water rights

3. Avoiding or mitigating adverse impacts on non-Pueblo users from increased 
Pueblo/Tribe/Nation uses of water

4. Avoiding Interstate Compact challenges associated with increased use of water

5. Securing federal and state funds for New Mexico infrastructure projects

6. Protecting sacred places, recognizing cultural practices, incorporating restoration

7. Ensuring implementation is feasible and understood by all

OVERALL GOAL:  Securing a reliable water future for all water users in the face of a 
diminishing supply, and ensuring that any necessary reductions in use are just, 
equitable, and predictable.  
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Thank you
Bureau for Pueblos, Tribes, & Nations

New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
April 2024

Kelly Brooks Smith
Kelly.Smith@ose.nm.gov

Nicole Greenspan
Nicole.Greenspan@ose.nm.gov

Tomas Stockton
Tomas.Stockton@ose.nm.gov

Miguel Munoz
Miguel.Munoz@ose.nm.gov

Office of the  State Engineer 
Tribal Liaison:

Governor Myron Armijo
Myron.Armijo@ose.nm.gov
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