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INFRASTRUCTURE/DEFERRED MAINTENANCE & 

INVESTMENT 
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CITY OF DEMING

-Population: 14,758
-Total Area: 16.7 square miles (43.3 km2)
-WATER SYSTEM --About 150 miles of water distribution piping, 
12 potable wells, three storage tanks; no pressure zones!
-DEMING lies within the Gadsden Purchase; at the SILVER SPIKE 
junction of Santa Fe and Southern Pacific Railroads; at the junction 
of the MIMBRES RIVER and STARVATION DRAW; just 
southwest of MASSACRE PEAK on the BUTTERFIELD TRAIL
-Fun fact: Miss Kitty, from Gunsmoke, was supposedly based on 
Lottie Deno, once a notorious gambler, who retired to Deming where 
she founded St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and her husband helped 
start First NM Bank, both still fixtures in the community.



PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
DAVID MCSHERRY

NATURAL GAS; SOLID WASTE; 
WASTEWATER; WATER SUPPLY 
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7 Water Supply field staff

1 Departmental Warehouse Expediter

1 Departmental Superintendent

2 Departmental Office Staff



POTABLE SUPPLY WELLS
AGRICULTURAL WELLS

MONITOR WELLS



FIELD MEASUREMENTS OF OUR MONITORING WELL STATIC LEVELS 
2023-2025

ARE NOW ONLINE AT
NMWATERDATA.ORG
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2023 Wastewater First 
Quarter

2024 Wastewater First 
Quarter

2025 Wastewater First 
Quarter

Well Static Levels Well Static Levels Well Static Levels

MW-1 N/A MW-1 111.70 ft MW-1 112 ft

MW-10 92 ft MW-10 92 ft MW-10 N/A

MW-11R-B 115 ft MW-11 115 ft MW-11 114 ft

MW-12-R 120 ft MW-12 120 ft MW-12 117 ft

MW-13R 40 ft MW-13 40 ft MW-13 118 ft

MW-14 80 ft MW-14 117 ft MW-14 116 ft

MW-15 110 ft MW-15 110 ft MW-15 110 ft

MW-16 160 ft MW-16 160 ft MW-16 107 ft 

MW-17 123 ft MW-17 123 ft MW-17 86 ft



ROUTINELY COLLECTED DATA IS NOW POSTED ON NM WATER DATA SITE



7



WEAKNESSES

HALF-EMPTY?

THREATS
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STRENGTHS

HALF-FULL?

OPPORTUNITIES



NEITHER!
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Why use the 
wrong size glass?



YOU CAN’T 
DRINK 
WATER 
RIGHTS
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“WET
WATER

”



ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERN: 
THREATS from 
nearby residential 
SEPTIC TANK sites



WATER SYSTEM DEFERRED MAINTENANCE/INVESTMENT GAP

1. Nationwide, ASCE projects 
a $3.7 trillion gap between 
current planned 
infrastructure investments 
and what must be done to 
have the nation’s 
infrastructure in good 
working order.

2. A review of City of Deming 
2017 PER indicates a $28 
million gap (in 2017 
dollars) to overcome 
deficiencies.

3. CoD FY25 capital 
replacement budget = 
$550,000
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UTILITY OPERATOR 
CERTIFICATION

UOCP works in 
collaboration with New 
Mexico Water Quality 
Control Commission and 
the UOCP Advisory Board.

To become certified, 
operators must meet 
certification requirements 
and pass the New Mexico 
certification exams.
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I LOVE MY JOB --- UNLIKE THE PARKS & STREET 
DEPARTMENT, MY INFRASTRUCTURE IS HIDDEN 
UNDERGROUND!
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