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Key Points

Specific to Grant County and the surrounding regions 

Geological history that has resulted in rich mineral resources (S. Kelley, M. Zimmerer)
(Cu, Ag, Au, Pb, Zn, Fe)

A long history of mining

Mining has been an important economic driver for the area

Still holds great mineral reserves and potential for undiscovered deposits

Active development of and exploration for mineral resources 

Societal needs for mineral resources are increasing due to population growth and new technologies

US centric development of mineral resources increasing due to geopolitics  



Native Americans mined turquoise & copper in the Tyrone and Santa Rita districts since c. 600 AD. (McLemore, 2008) 

New Mexico has some of the oldest mining areas in the United States  
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Drawing by Carl Hawk

1799: José Manuel Carrasco, lieutenant colonel in the Spanish colonial army, being shown Cu ore by Apaches 
1stmining claim was staked in 1801, mining commenced in 1803 by Manuel Elguea. NMBGMR Historic Photograph Archives

Santa Rita del Cobre



Panorama of Santa Rita, New Mexico before the mining pit was excavated, ca 1910. 
The buildings shown in the photo are where the Chino Pit is now.
NMBGMR Historic Photograph Archives



Earliest mining, pre 1860, was all by hand and 
predated the railroads so only ores with 50% Cu 
or more were mined.

Miner climbing a muescas



Arrastre in action at Piños Altos (gold deposit) New Mexico, 1892. NMBGMR Historic Photograph Archives



Marion shovel loading copper ore into railroad in the 
Chino mine at Santa Rita, New Mexico, ca 1916. NMBGMR Historic Photograph Archives
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