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NMED is the lead agency on six of 
11 priority actions in the Action Plan.

https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf
https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf


Brackish Water in New Mexico
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 Up to 650 trillion 
gallons

 Varying quality and 
depth to water

 Not fully 
characterized

Source: NM Bureau of Geology and Mineral Research
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 Protects and preserves 
freshwater 

 Promotes local economies 
and job creation

 Establishes guardrails for 
project funding

 Created new fund, seeded 
with $40M

 Signed April 8, 2025; 
effective June 20, 2025

HB137 (2025) Strategic Water Supply Act
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 Jointly run by NMED and OSE
 Public and private sector opportunities
 $40M in available funding announced August 2025
 Proposals selected in December 2025

Strategic Water Supply Program
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 Alamo Navajo School Board ($1.83M): Construct a small 
brackish water treatment plant to improve public health and 
water security.​

 City of Anthony ($1.41M): Analysis and testing for 
brackish groundwater pilot, producing scalable 
recommendations and a permitting roadmap.​

 Village of Cuba ($11.7M): Design and pre-construction 
work for zero-waste desalination facility estimated to 
produce 518,000 gallons/day.​

 University of New Mexico ($400K): Statewide evaluation 
of economic and environmental tradeoffs associated with 
brackish water management.​

 Pueblo of Laguna ($6.0M): Feasibility study to characterize 
brackish water resources and support long-term resilience.​

 New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology ($1.58M): 
Advanced membrane research to recover over 98% high-
purity water, reducing brine waste.​

 Arrowhead Center at New Mexico State University 
($3.0M): Establish a Brine Valorization Accelerator Hub to 
convert waste brines into a valuable resource.

First Round of Project Awards: Grants

Bernalillo

Sandoval

Socorro

Doña Ana



Coming Soon!
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 Announcing first round 
contract awards

 Project kickoffs

 Second round of funding 
($35M available) 



8

Our Mission
 is to protect and restore the environment and to 
foster a healthy and prosperous New Mexico for 

present and future generations.

Jonas Armstrong, Director, Water Protection Division
jonas.armstrong2@env.nm.gov
(505) 670-9050

The Work is Never Done

mailto:jonas.armstrong2@env.nm.gov
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