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In Kutz Canyon, extensive, steep, colorful badlands reveal flu-
vial and lacustrine deposits of the lower Paleocene Nacimiento

mation is overlain by the lower Eocene San fose Formation. In
Kutz Canyon, the San fose Formation has been removed by ero-
sion, except in one place: Angel Peak, an isolated pinnacle near

the southeastern rim of the canyon capped by sandstone and
conglomeratic sandstone of the basal Cuba Mesa Member of the
San Jose Formation.

Angel Peak takes its name from its resemblance to an angel
with outstretched wings, although the wings are not fully sym-
metrical. It can be seen from well north of the San fuan River
and from Chaco Canyon to the south and southwest. Angel Peak
thus formed an important landmark for early travellers in the
region. Indeed, archaeologists believe that the Anasazi used Angel
Peak as a signal point between the giant settlements in Chaco
Canyon and the Chacoan outliers near Aztec.

The photograph was taken on the morning of fune 22, 1997,
from the southeastern rim of Kutz Canyon looking northward.
Angel Peak is the prominent sandstone " angel" to the left of center
in the upper part of the photograph. The peak is San fose For-
mation, and underlying strata are those of the Nacimiento For-
matron' 
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