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Hiking to the top of New Mexico-wheeler peak
bV lighard P. Lozinsky, Cypress College, 9200 Vailey View St., Cypress, CA 90630
and Devon E. Jercinovic, lT Corp., 557 Oppenheimer Dr., Los Alihos, NM g7544

$si1S-!o an elevation of 73,16t ft, Wheeler Peak is the highest
point in New Mexico. This boulder-covered summit, located ibout
15 miles northeast of Taos in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, is
named after-Major George M. Wheeler who led survey expedi-
tions west of the 100th meridian in the 1870s. The area zurround-
ing Wheeler Peak is within the Wheeler Peak Wilderness of the

arctic. The transition from forest to alpine tundra is marked by a
progressive dwarfing of trees and a reduction in their number.

FIGURE 1-View of Wheeler peak from Taos Ski Valley

FIGURE 2-Williams Creek along trail
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Some of these trails allow the peak to be conquered in one day,
but it is shongly suggested to take at least two days and enjoy
the high country scenery. No permits are necessary to enter the
wilderness area, but it is recommended that hikers stop at the
U.S. Forest Service Ranger Station in Taos to check on weather
and trail conditions.
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FIGURE S-Wheeler Peak summit from ridge hail.

FIGURE 6-View west from summit

FIGURE 3-Williams Lake.

FIGURE 4-Marmot sentry. FIGURE 7-Taos Ski Valley from the top of New Mexrco.
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